
The Listening tour was held at the 

Pine Bluff Chamber of Commerce 

from 3:00pm—4:00pm and UAPB 

Student Union from 5:00pm—

6:00pm.  Although both meetings 

were well attended, Mayor Debe 

Hollingsworth attended the 

3:00pm meeting at the Chamber 

where the topic was more geared 

toward methods to increase the 

overall economic development 

within our city.   

Lieutenant Governor Tim Griffin Visits Pine BluffLieutenant Governor Tim Griffin Visits Pine Bluff  

South Carolina Nine RememberedSouth Carolina Nine Remembered  

mittee.   

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth de-

livered the welcome, Rev. Jesse 

Turner  performed the opening 

prayer and the Rev. Daniel John-

son, Pastor of Allen Temple 

AME Church, delivered a mes-

sage of “love and forgiveness” to 

those who assembled to pay 

tribute to the fallen nine.  As the 

name of each victim were read, a 

bell tolled in honor of their 

memory.  Mayor Hollingsworth’s 

motto of, “When the power of love 

becomes greater than the love of 

power, then our city will see 

peace,” rang true to a diverse and 

compassionate group  gathered  in 

unity for this momentous and som-

ber occasion.   

Other participants were Marilyn 

Enright, who sang a solo and Eve-

lyn Horton, who lead the congre-

gational hymn, “Amazing Grace.”  

In addition, there were representa-

tives from Bruce Westerman’s 

office, Mr. Jason  McGehee, and 

Mark Mart in’s o ffice,  Ms.  

Carol ine  Smith.  

A fund has been set up by 

Emanuel  AME Church,  in  

Columbia,  SC to  assis t  the  

fami l ies of those who died.  All 

donations can be sent to:  
Mother Emanuel 

Family Support 
110 Pisgah Church Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 
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Lt. Governor Tim Griffin traveled 

to Pine Bluff on June 16, 2015, as 

he has added four additional stops 

to his statewide listening tour 

schedule. Over eight short weeks, 

he will travel to nine cities and 

spend approximately sixty hours 

listening on and learning about 

many important issues throughout 

the state of Arkansas. The Gover-

nor’s Council on Common Core 

Review are eager to listen to the 

different perspectives on this par-

ticular concern, as well as, Com-

mon Core testing, and data privacy.   

Allen Temple AME Church host-

ed a memorial on July 2, 2015, at 

12:00 noon to remember and 

honor those who lost their lives in 

the June 17th, Charleston, South 

Carolina shooting.   The event 

was sponsored by the City of Pine 

Bluff, Jefferson County, The Pine 

Bluff Branch of the NAACP, 

Pine Bluff ICVR, and Pine 

Bluff’s Church Outreach Com-
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2015 is already half over and our year is  

fading quickly.  We have accomplished 

many great things in the first half of 2015, 

however, we have quite a distance to trav-

el to achieve the goals we have set for our 

city.   

Many of our current projects are still in 

their planning stages and others are al-

ready under construction.  With our city 

continually changing and evolving, we are 

becoming more excited about finding our 

city’s unique brand and the marketing 

concepts which go along with its specific 

character.   

Clean up efforts have been discussed and 

acted on regarding our downtown region, 

our city-wide cleanup event was a brilliant 

success with several locations in Pine Bluff 

becoming beautiful and well groomed. Flood 

victims will now be receiving FEMA assis-

tance thanks to Mr. Bob Purvis and the Pine 

Bluff Convention Center, who so graciously 

allowed FEMA to utilize a portion of their 

facility for 2 to 3 weeks, starting on Wednes-

day, July 8th, Monday through Saturday from 

9:00am to 7:00pm, and 1:00pm to 5:00pm on 

Sundays.   

As we move forward with  our demolition 

project, accompanied by our city’s total effort 

in so many other endeavors, we will begin to 

experience the rebirth of a community des-

tined to succeed.  This is a wonderful time for 

our city and I’m proud to be a part of it. 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth 
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success. They often struggle to 

connect with wary segments of 

their clientele which include; 

undocumented immigrants, 

gang members, the mentally ill, 

millennials who view institu-

tions with suspicion. 

Churches are “looking at these 

government programs and de-

ciding that the need is for a 

buffer layer between govern-

ment and individuals at specific 

points,” Farnsley said. 

Approaches vary widely, and 

the partnerships come with 

risks as well as opportunities. 

But some faith leaders are find-

ing the territory rewarding. 

     By G. Jeffrey MacDonald 

 

 

This article is typical of the 

new direction various munici-

palities are heading toward and  

Pine Bluff is beginning to fol-

low suit.  Several of the clergy 

in our communities are meeting 

every second Wednesday of the 

month at Mayor Hol-

lingsworth’s office, headed up 

by Rev. Jesse Turner, to discuss 

important common topics and  

dilemmas which challenge 

cities all over the nation.  The 

Church Outreach Committee of 

Pine Bluff has realized several 

great accomplishments since 

the Fall of last year.  The Na-

tional Month of Prayer, Pastors 

and Community Luncheon, 

hosted by the C.O.C. and the 

Mayor’s office, brought over 

300 attendees including; law 

enforcement, city clergy and 

citizens joining together to 

observed the National Day of 

Prayer and to bring a variety of 

entities together on one day to 

pray for the common good of 

our entire city.  This event al-

lowed every day citizens to 

experience and witness the 

heart of our community’s spir-

itual leaders, the compassion of 

the Police Department and the 

universal struggles of our com-

munity. 

This unique combination is 

what success is comprised of 

and the catalyst for a more 

positive perception for our 

great city.  With every one on 

the same page, with the same 

thought processes, we, as a 

whole, can reduce the crime 

rate, improve “Quality of Life” 

Police departments to public 

schools and congregations are all 

finding new partners, and new 

mission outreach opportunities, as 

they team up to help the public 

sector be more effective. They’re 

filling gaps and using a personal 

touch to prepare people, including 

at-risk kids, teens and adults, for 

productive relationships with 

institutions. 

“Churches are very consciously 

looking at the work of the state 

and trying to align their ministries 

to best serve people,” said Arthur 

Farnsley, the associate director of 

the Center for the Study of Reli-

gion and American Culture at 

Indiana University—Purdue Uni-

versity Indianapolis. “As health 

care changes, and as public edu-

cation has changed, maybe it is 

the case that churches are aligning 

their missions to maximize their 

benefit.” 

American society relies on public 

institutions to deliver a range of 

basic human services, Farnsley 

said, but those institutions don’t 

always have the resources, trust 

or neighborhood ties that lead to 
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and “Quality of Place,” and al-

low the fragrance of true south-

ern hospitality to linger for gen-

erations to come.   

As the City if Pine Bluff, our law 

enforcement, the spiritual leader-

ship and the citizens of our com-

munity continue to strive for 

peace and unity, the end result 

will become the very thing we 

have hoped for all this time. 

It is time to bridge the gap and 

create a pathway that reaches the 

core of the community’s need.  

Spiritual, lawful and municipal 

support is a recipe for prosperity 

and success.  It takes the whole 

of our combined efforts to see 

the outcome we desire.   

In addition, our church commu-

nity has graciously accepted a 

program, initiated by Rev. Jesse 

Turner and the ICVR (Interested 

Citizens for Voters Registration, 

Inc.). With the title of “Coffee 

with the Chiefs,”  the breakfast 

social is held in local churches 

and allows the community to 

become acquainted with the 

Police and Fire Chiefs of our 

city, bridging the gap between 

the public and our city servants 

and protectors. 

By E. Kelley Bohlmann 



We appreciate the commit-

ment and effort of THV 

Channel 11 and their volun-

teers for providing nutritious 

breakfasts for the families of 

our community, as they 

continue to be concerned for 

the health and welfare of all 

of Arkansas.   

By E. Kelley Bohlmann 

Fi and computers for public use, 

interactive learning software for 

emerging readers, an extensive 

genealogy collection, employ-

ment and resume services, and 

test proctoring for homeschool 

and college students, as well as 

professionals who need to take a 

monitored licensing exam.   The 

corporation is proud to support 

the Pine Bluff / Jefferson Coun-

ty Library System’s community

-building mission.   TLC’s Li-

brary Solution (The Library 

Our own Pine Bluff / Jefferson 

County Library was honored 

and place in the April 15th 

issue of the Library Journal 

Magazine.  We are fortunate to 

have a library in our communi-

ty that delivers a myriad of 

enrichment opportunities to 

eager residents who would like 

to better themselves.  An ex-

tensive collection of books, e-

books, audiobooks, and digital 

music are enhanced by numer-

ous attributes such as free Wi-

Corporation) automation software 

was implemented two years ago 

in the system’s five locations, 

giving borrowers a sophisticated 

set of tools to explore the stacks  

and discover the latest digital 

downloads.  This year, Pine 

Bluff / Jefferson County Library 

System became the first public 

library in the nation to take ad-

vantage of TLC’s partnership 

with Social Flow, a social media 

management and optimization 

service that has invigorated the 

THV Channel 11’s Annual Cereal DriveTHV Channel 11’s Annual Cereal Drive  

TLC Salutes Pine Bluff  / Jefferson County Library SystemTLC Salutes Pine Bluff  / Jefferson County Library System  
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The Guns and Hoses Blood Drive is here 

again to urge everyone to donate blood.  

This provides Jefferson Hospital with the 

life giving blood required as it is needed.   

Red Cross no longer supplies our local 

hospital with the essential blood which is 

so desperately needed each day. The 

Global Blood Fund has graciously been 

providing Jefferson Hospital with blood 

donations which provides our citizens 

with life in times of  surgery or illness.   

The Guns and Hoses Blood Drive will be held 

on July 8th at the Convention Center’s Main 

Banquet Hall, from 11:30am to 5:15pm.  Each 

donor receives a free limited edition T-Shirt, 

Health Screening and Donor Reward Points.  

There will also be drawings for door prizes 

and a voucher for 2 reserved seats at a Sun-

day—Thursday Arkansas Travelers game in 

July.  If you decide to forgo the T-Shirt, you 

will be supporting the Global Blood Fund and 

their endeavor to supply the world with life. 

By E. Kelley Bohlmann 
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Bluff benefited the families of 

Jefferson County.   

Our  state is one of the hungriest 

states in the nation; almost half a 

million Arkansans live in poverty.  

In 2008, the Arkansas Food Bank 

Network distributed 9.6 million 

pounds of food and grocery prod-

ucts to its 450 member food pan-

tries, soup kitchens, shelters and 

other agencies in 33 counties.  

95% of everything the Food bank 

receives goes directly to their 

programs and for every dollar 

donated, the Food Banks can 

provide up to five meals for those 

who need assistance.   

THV Channel 11 held their Annual 

Summer Cereal drive on June 19th, 

here in Pine Bluff, for the hungry 

children of Arkansas.  They teamed 

up with local businesses, groups and 

individuals to supply healthy options 

for children This program provides 

non-perishable breakfast items that 

are both nutritious and kid-friendly. 

The large mountain of cereal was 

presented to Channel 11 in the park-

ing lot of Brookshire’s Grocery Store 

on the corner of 28th Ave. and Hazel 

St.  The City of Pine Bluff was able to 

donate over 400 boxes of cereal and 

cereal products at that time. 

All cereal items collected in Pine 

library’s interactions with it’s grow-

ing audience on Facebook and 

Twitter.  TLC salutes Director Mi-

chael Sawyer and the staff and vol-

unteers at their local library and is 

honored that Library Solution and 

Social Flow are helping to expose 

the unlimited potential of this excit-

ing community.  



Mayor Debe Hollingsworth 

200 E. 8th Ave. #201 

Pine Bluff, AR 71601 

Phone: 870-730-2000, x7 

Fax Phone: 870-730-2174 

Email: 

mayor@cityofpinebluff.com 

 Picked up barrels after flooding 
 Cleaned up after flooding at Regional Park 

 Hauled sand to Jaycee Golf Course 

 Limb Pickup on Saturday June 20th 

 Leveled dirt at West Side Park 

 Removal of trees from street after storm. 

 Poured concrete for wheel chair ramp 

 Repairing cave-ins and washouts 

 Dug out soft spots and repaired 

 Filled excavations with hot mix 

 Saw cut streets 

 Patching pot holes 

 Installing pipes for property owners 

 Cleaning ditches and pipes 

 Cut shoulders 

 Cleaning basins 

 Built and replaced basin tops 

 Check catch basins and replace basin tops 

 Jet rodding pipes 

 Weed-eating around signs and bridges 

 Weed-eating by Levee 

 Bush hog on the Levee 

 Grass cutting along street right-of-ways 

 Street Sweeping (3) sweepers – picking up limbs and leaves 

 Pushed off dump 

                                                                                                

                                                                                                         

  

  

Join the Pine Bluff Jefferson County 

of what we have to offer: Movies 

and Popcorn, war games, dance 

competition, and so much more! 

Contact your local library for a 

schedule of events (June- August)! 

Hope to see what hero lies in you! 

Pine Bluff  / Jefferson County Library Summer Program 

Street Dept. Street Dept. 

Update:Update:  

  

  

We’re on the WebWe’re on the Web  

www.cityofpinebluff.comwww.cityofpinebluff.com  

Library this summer, as we cele-

brate many types of heroes! Our 

program will focus on community 

heroes and help all children under-

stand they have the potential to be 

heroes through words and actions. 

Children will be encouraged to 

discover the superheroes within 

themselves as they dress up, explore 

art projects and games, complete a 

variety of feats and deed, and-of 

course-read! Here's a brief snippet 870-534-4802 


