
SEARK College and UAPB.  The 

meeting will be held in the main   

banquet hall of the Pine Bluff      

Convention Center at 5:30pm.  The 

meeting will also highlight the     

progress of Waste Management 

since their acquisition of new      

sanitation trucks and several new 

hires.  

Pine Bluff Police Chief Jeff Hubanks 

will also be delivering an update on 

the new Domestic Violence Task 

Force and the progress being made 

due to this new initiative.   
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August 8, 2016 will mark the next 

quarterly Mayor’s Town Hall meet-

ing for the City of Pine Bluff.       

This month’s meeting will cover          

information regarding concerns from 

the city’s residents, what’s more, it 

will announce the recipients of the 

City Celebration Committee Scholar-

ship Awards.  All applicants for the 

scholarships will be attending to see 

if they were selected to  receive a 

$1,000 scholarship.  The Committee 

will be handing out two scholarships 

for each high school and two for 

Arkansas will host its fourth 

sales tax holiday the week-

end of August 6th and 7th, 

2016. Retail stores will not 

charge sales taxes on pur-

chases of school supplies 

and some clothing. That 

means shoppers will pay the 

sticker price for clothing, 

accessories and school sup-

plies. It's time to get ready 

for back to school. The tax 

free holiday starts 12:01 that 

first Saturday in August and 

ends 11:59 the next day on 

Sunday.   

Sales tax will be not be 

charged on clothing and 

footwear if the sale price is 

less than $100 per item, 

clothing accessories and 

equipment if the sales price 

is less than $50 per item and 

all school supplies, art     

supplies and instructional 

material. Accessories include 

cosmetics, hair accessories, 

handbags, jewelry, sun 

glasses, wallets, watches, 

etc. Art supplies are limited 

to clay and glazes, paints, 

paintbrushes, sketch and 

drawing pads and watercolors. 

Instructional material in-

cludes textbooks, workbooks 

and references. 

Clothing includes all     

clothing: footwear, diapers,    

receiving blankets, wedding 

apparel, gloves, aprons, hats, 

neckties, coats and jackets, 

wedding apparel and formal 
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wear if the marked price is 

under $100. It's listed as, "all 

human wearing apparel," 

which means it will benefit 

more than just those going 

back to school.  There is no 

limit on total items you can 

buy. The only limit is the price 

per item limit. You can buy as 

many $99 shirts as you would 

like and still be exempt.    

Likewise, you can purchase all 

your school supplies and back 

to school clothes together. No 

matter what the total cost, 

your items will still be exempt 

if they meet the criteria listed 

above.  Enjoy the savings of 

Arkansas’ tax free weekend 

and please remember to shop    

local. 

http://littlerock.about.com/od/thingstodo/tp/aatrinkets.htm
http://littlerock.about.com/od/shoppingandluxury/fl/The-Outlets-of-Little-Rock.htm
http://littlerock.about.com/od/employment/a/schoolcalendar.htm
http://littlerock.about.com/od/employment/a/schoolcalendar.htm
http://littlerock.about.com/od/employment/a/schoolcalendar.htm
http://littlerock.about.com/od/employment/a/schoolcalendar.htm


The dog days of summer are here and 

they are HOT!  It’s during this part of 

the summer that we should check on 

the shut-in’s and the elderly in our 

neighborhoods.   

Many are not able to be in an             

air-conditioned environment which can 

lead to dehydration, heat exhaustion 

and even heat related stroke.  There are 

also many locations throughout Pine 

Bluff where citizens can cool off and 

find relief from the overwhelming heat. 

Our own neighbors and surrounding 

area are the fabric of our community 

and looking out for one another 

strengthens the whole of the city.   It is 

through compassion for others that we 

reinforce the heart of Pine Bluff.    

Please, also remember our children as 

they begin school in a few weeks.  Send 

a bottle of water with them to school, if 

possible, to avoid heat related illness 

due to dehydration.  Have a safe and 

enjoyable rest of the summer. 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth 
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however, was to  obtain a laptop to 

enable her to do her work at home.  A 

executive in the Pine Bluff business 

community heard of her immediate 

need and was able to graciously meet 

her need.  The donor of the generous 

gift has asked to remain anonymous.  It 

is because of citizen’s like this, who 

take an active interest in the youth of 

our city, that many are able to move 

forward into success.  Much thanks 

goes to those who took the initiative to 

make one young lady’s dream come 

true.   

Christal Gallon has always dreamed of 

becoming an engineer.  She currently 

attends SEARK College and is a     

student presently enrolled in the STEM 

program.  She works hard as an       

employee of SEARK, as well as,     

attending as a   student.  Christal will 

graduate in December with an        

Associates Degree an has  intentions of 

completing her studies at the            

University of Arkansas at Little Rock 

in the field of Civil  Engineering.  She 

will be graduating UALR with a    

Bachelor’s Degree in the field of    

engineering. Her most urgent goal, 
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“Coffee with the Chiefs,” for the month of 

July, was held at Gospel Temple Baptist 

Church, located at 1100 Oakwood Rd. in 

Pine Bluff.  The event was well attended and  

included guest speaker, the Director of the 

Arkansas State Troopers, Colonel William 

“Bill”  Bryant who outlined the process of 

operations for the Arkansas State Troopers.  

He also touched on the extensive and       

innovative equipment they are able to utilize, 

as well as, new equipment which will      

revolutionize and streamline their ability to 

apprehend suspects.  Other speakers were 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth who delivered 

the observations, service awards were     

announced by Pine Bluff Police Chief Jeff 

Hubanks, and remarks by Pine Bluff Fire 

Chief Shauwn Howell.  The opening and   

closing prayer was delivered by the Pastor of 

Gospel Temple Baptist Church, Rev. James 

Murry and the closing announcements were 

delivered by the First Lady Joyce Murry.  A 

certificate of appreciation was presented to 

Pastor Murry and his wife for graciously  

hosting the event for the month of July.  These 

monthly meetings are made possible             

by “Interested Citizen’s for Voter                

Registration” (ICVR) and Derrick Newby, 

President of ICVR.  If you would like to be a 

“Coffee with the Chiefs” location in the fu-

ture, please call 870-413-6345 for additional 

information. August’s “Coffee with the 

Chiefs” will be held at Pleasant Grove Baptist 

Church, 1801 Indiana St. Pine Bluff, AR. 

(Left to right)  Scott Kuttenkuler, Vice President 

of Student Affairs SEARK College - Kelley    

Bohlmann of the Mayor’s Office - Christal    

Gallon, Student - Kaleybra Moorehead - Deb 

Pyland of SEARK College  

Director of the Arkansas State 

Troopers, Mr. Bill Bryant 



The Southeast Arkansas Horse Show 

Association Benefit will be held on 

Saturday, August 6th at Hestand Stadi-

um in Pine Bluff.  Gate fee will be 

$5.00 per vehicle and entry fee will be 

$5.00 per person.   

Pleasure Events begin at 2:00 p.m. and 

include: Lead Line (6 & Under), Walk Trot 

(10 & Under), Queens,  Adult Walk Trot 

(11 & Over), Pony Class, Pony Walk Trot, 

Western Pleasure (13 &   Under) 2, 3, 4 & 

5 Year Old Western   Pleasure Western 

Pleasure (14-18), Light Shod Slow Gaited, 

Senior Reining (Pattern #11), Buckaroo 

Horsemanship, Youth Horsemanship,   

Senior Horsemanship, Heavy Shod Slow 

Gaited, Ladies Western Pleasure, Junior 

Reining (Pattern # 10), Ladies Gaited 

Pleasure, Men's Western Pleasure, 

Hunter Under Saddle, Men's Gaited 

Pleasure, Ranch Horse Pleasure.  

Speed Events will not begin before 5:00 

p.m. and will include: Keyhole, Pony 

Flags, Junior Flags,   Senior Flags, Pony     

Barrels, Buckaroo Barrels, Junior      

Barrels, Senior Barrels, Jr. Speed, Sr. 

Speed, Pony Poles, Buckaroo Poles, 

Junior Poles, Senior Poles, Barrel Pick 

Up.  For further information contact: 

870.535.2900 

central Arkansas chapter of the       

International Association of Black   

Professional Fire Fighters. B.R.A.V.E. 

first started Project Fresh Start in 2004 

at Central Park in Pine Bluff.  The 

event will also provide food, entertain-

ment and opportunities to meet      

personnel from various local agencies 

including the Pine Bluff Fire and 

Emergency Services, Pine Bluff     

Police Department, Jefferson County       

Sheriff’s Department, TOPPS, Central  

Arkansas Orthodontics, and Larry 

Ferrell Neighborhood Watch Group.           

For more information contact 

870.489.2325 

Project Fresh Start is the state’s    

largest and most successful school-

supplies giveaway. This year’s event 

will be held at the Pine Bluff       

Convention Center on Saturday,   

August 20th from 9:00am until 

1:00pm.  Every year Project Fresh 

Start gives thousands of disadvan-

taged students a chance to start a 

brand-new new school year with new 

school supplies. The group has      

collected and given away more than 

2,500 bags of school supplies every 

year. The drive has been so success-

ful the past few years that other cites 

have benefited from it. B.R.A.V.E., 

who hosts the event, is the south-

of fishing and fun, there will also be a 

fish fry, hot dogs, Hamburgers, chips, 

games and bounce houses for the children.  

With the growing cost of school          

supplies, the Police Department will also 

be handing out backpacks chocked full of 

school  supplies for each one of the  children 

attending the derby.  So we invite the      

children of Pine Bluff community to come 

and enjoy themselves at the annual “Catch 

It, Clean It, Cook It  Fishing Derby.   

Southeast Arkansas Horse Show Association Benefit Southeast Arkansas Horse Show Association Benefit 
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Come join the officers of the Pine Bluff  

Police Department as they instruct youngsters on 

the finer points of fishing and have a fishing 

good time at Martin Luther King Park on 

Saturday—August 20, 2016 from 8:00am 

until 2:00pm.  Kids from 15 years and    

under, as well as, seniors will be able to attend 

this annual event sponsored by, not only the   

Police Department and Chief Jeff Hubanks, 

but also their public relations department and 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth.  In addition to a day 



The Pulse of Pine Bluff is written and published 

through the Office of the Mayor,  by Special Pro-

jects Coordinator, E. Kelley Bohlmann.  If you 

have any questions or would like to enter an article 

please call 870-730-2004, or Fax 870-730-2174, 

Monday thru Friday from 8:00am till 5:00pm 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth 

200 E. 8th Ave., Suite 201 

Pine Bluff, AR 71601 
 

Phone: 870-2000, x7 

Fax: 870-730-2174 

E-mail: mayor@cityofpinebluff.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.cityofpinebluff.com 
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Warm temperatures com-

bined with high humidity 

levels can pose a risk of heat-

related illness and death. Pine 

Bluff Fire      & Emergency 

Services would like to offer 

these safety tips as a remind-

er to stay safe this time of the 

year. Extreme heat is        

described as temperatures 

that hover 10 degrees or 

more above the average high 

temperature for the  region and 

last for several weeks. Humid 

or muggy conditions, which 

add to the discomfort of high    

temperatures, occur when a 

"dome" of high atmospheric       

pressure traps hazy, damp air 

near the ground.  

The following are tips to be 

aware of during these over-

whelmingly hot temperatures. 

Although anyone at any time can suffer from heat-related illness, some people are at greater risk than   

others. 

 Infants and children up to four years of age are sensitive to the effects of high temperatures and rely on others to regulate  

       their environments and provide adequate liquids.  

 People 65 years of age or older may not compensate for heat stress efficiently and are less likely to sense and respond to                  

       change in temperature.  

 People who are overweight may be prone to heat sickness because of their tendency to retain more body heat.  

 People who overexert during work or exercise may become dehydrated and susceptible to heat sickness.  

 People who are physically ill, especially with heart disease or high blood pressure, or who take certain medications, such       

       as for depression, insomnia, or poor circulation, may be affected by extreme heat. 

 

In Arkansas, generally when temperatures approach or go above 90° F, the following actions are rec-

ommended: 

 Avoid strenuous activity during the hottest part of the day. If such activity is unavoidable, drink plenty of fluids and take  

       frequent breaks in air-conditioned or shaded areas. Consider monitoring body weight and oral temperature.  A weight loss of       

       more than 2 lbs. or an oral temperature above 99° F is cause for concern. 

 Do not leave anyone - children, disabled individuals, pets - in cars for even brief periods. Temperatures can rise to life- 

       threatening levels in a matter of minutes. 

 Make frequent checks on the status of elderly or ill relatives or neighbors. If necessary, move them to an air-conditioned  

       environment during the hottest part of the day. 

 To avoid dehydration, a conscious effort should be made to drink more fluids during hot weather. Rapid weight loss may be a             

        sign of dehydration. Don't drink liquids that contain caffeine, alcohol, or large amounts of sugar--these actually cause you to  

        lose more body fluid. 

 Use fans to increase ventilation. If the temperatures exceed 90° F, instead of having a fan blow hot air in from a window,  

        have the fan blow the hot air to the outside. At extreme high temperatures, a fan loses its ability to effectively reduce heat- 

        related illness.  

 Cool showers, baths, and sponge baths can be used to reduce body temperatures. In addition, wet clothing has a cooling       

        effect. 


