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Carolers  Out In ForceCarolers  Out In Force   
On Tuesday, December 22, 2015 at 

5:30pm the City of Pine Bluff came 

together to be heard as one voice as 

they caroled in front of several 

prominent       locations throughout 

the city.  Groups of carolers were 

seen in front of Brookshire’s on Ha-

zel and 28th Ave., Brookshire’s on 

Dollarway Rd., Walmart and the 

Pines Mall.   

This effort was co-organized by the  

Church Outreach Committee and 

supported by the Mayor’s office.  A 

variety of churches, businesses, city 

leaders (including Mayor Debe Hol-

lingsworth) and  private citizens par-

ticipated in this festival of Christmas 

singing.  In each location participants 

held a sign reflecting the collective 

sentiment of the event.   Because of 

the tremendous turn out, it is hoped 

that this will become an annual event 

for the city. 

Rev. Jesse Turner stated, along with  

many other clergy from the city, that 

it was time to put Christ back in 

CHRISTmas and thus the caroling 

was received as a heartfelt attempt to 

revive the true meaning of Christmas 

instead of the commercialized     

concept that is so widely accepted    

The City of Pine Bluff Holds Coat DriveThe City of Pine Bluff Holds Coat Drive  

The City of Pine Bluff collected four  

tables of slightly used and new coats for 

our coat drive held on December 21st and 

22nd on the first floor of the City Hall.   

The general public was invited to come 

and select coats for their   family mem-

bers who normally would not have a 

warm coat for this winter season.   Parents 

assisted their children in picking out the coat 

of their choice.  Needy family's from all 

over the city filtered through City Hall 

until the last coat was picked up at end of 

the day on the 22nd. 
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2016 is here and with it comes the 

promise of new and exciting       

possibilities for the future of our 

city. There has been significant 

change already which has created 

greater stability for Pine Bluff.    

Although there is much work yet to 

do, I am confident that we will    

continue to progress.  As Pine Bluff 

moves steadily toward our impending  

success, we look forward to the  

ongoing team work from our local 

businesses and citizens which has  

already given us tremendous momentum.  

Success requires an all inclusive effort 

from the entire city and along with that 

effort comes the birth of a united front 

from a city striving to rise up.  The 

City of Pine Bluff can and will become 

the thriving hub of Southeast Arkansas  

that it is meant to be.  We are Pine 

Bluff! 

Mayor Debe Hollingsworth  
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2016 Polar  P lunge2016 Polar  P lunge   

list and join local law enforcement as we will 

be FREEZIN' FOR A REASON!!!!! 

All participants will receive a long sleeve 

T-Shirt and pre-registrants will receive a 

T-Shirt on race day.  The registration fee 

is $25 and those who register early can 

pick up their race packets at the Jefferson 

Regional Medical Center on January 28th 

and 29th from 5:00pm to 6:30pm.  For 

more information on this event go to: 

www.specialolympicsarkansas.org 

It's time to get SILLY and CHILLY!!! 

Join the PINE BLUFF POLAR 

PLUNGE on Saturday, January 30, 2016 

to benefit Special Olympics Arkansas. 

Polar Plunge is a wild, crazy, fun event 

and a great way to show your community 

support. So grab your friends, neighbors 

and co-workers and form a team.      

Individual plungers are also welcome. 

Get creative and enter the costume    

contest, take something off of your bucket 

Super Saturday Tax Prep EventSuper Saturday Tax Prep Event  

to the   VITA program, which provides free 

tax preparation by IRS certified volunteers 

to those that qualify - the low income,   

elderly, disabled and limited English     

proficiency taxpayers.  Taxpayers who earn 

$54,000 or less can have their Federal and 

State returns prepared and e-filed free of 

charge.  Two partners of the coalition,   

Arkansas Community Organization and 

Delta Sigma Lambda Chapter will be    

preparing taxes at the Super Saturday tax 

prep event that will be held on February 6th 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Donald 

W. Reynolds Community Services Center.   

In 2013, Jefferson County had 22,147 Low 

Income returns, of which 10,189 returns 

contained the Earned Income Tax Credit or 

46%.  The EITC dollars received by tax-

payers was $27,569,541, or an average of 

$2,706 per return. 

The Pine Bluff Wealth Building Coalition 

was established several years ago by     

several  non-profit  partners  in the        

community to primarily educate taxpayers 

on the benefits of the EITC and Child Tax 

Credit to be used as a financial resource for 

asset building and to also bring awareness 
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Let’s Ring In A Fire Safe New YearLet’s Ring In A Fire Safe New Year  
Most people say they feel safest at 

home. But data shows 83% of all fire 

deaths in the U.S. happen in homes.  

Follow these tips to ring in fire safety 

this New Year: 

1. Make sure your home is protected by 

working smoke alarms. Half of all home 

fire deaths happen at night, when people 

are  sleeping.  

2. Test your smoke alarms once a 

month, and replace your smoke alarms 

when they're 10 years old.  

 3. Cooking is the main cause of home 

fires and home fire injuries. Make safety 

your first ingredient; stay in the kitchen 

when you are cooking at high tempera-

tures. Fires start when the heat gets too 

high. If you see any smoke or grease 

starts to boil, turn the burner off. 

 4. If you have children living in your 

home or visiting look for fire and burn 

dangers from their point of view.    

Never leave lighters or matches where       

children can reach them.  

5. Do not leave any candles lit over 

night.  This is the time of year when 

many will light candles and other flam-

mable sources of light during an outage.  

Extinguish all candles and oil lamps 

before going to sleep. 

For additional fire safety information, 

visit USFA. Follow USFA on social 

media @usfire and on Facebook. 

 

Street Department Street Department   

Update:Update:  

 Hauled debris from demo houses. 

 Installing pipes for property owners 

 Dug out soft spots and repaired 

 Filled excavations with hot mix 

 Patching pot holes 

 Cleaning ditches and pipes 

 Cut shoulders 

 Cleaning basins 

 Saw cut street 

 Picked up limbs 

 Weed-eating around signs and bridges 

 Grass cutting along street right-of-ways 

 Street Sweeping (3) sweepers 

We’re on the Web:We’re on the Web:  

www.www.cityofpinebluffcityofpinebluff.co.co

The Pulse of Pine Bluff is written and published 

through the Office of the Mayor, by Special Projects 

Coordinator, E. Kelley Bohlmann.  If you have any 

questions or would like to enter an article please call 

870-730-2004, Fax 870-730-2174—Monday thru 

Friday from 8:00am till 5:00pm 


